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Dear Friends,

Toxics Action Center was founded nearly three decades ago out of 
momentum created around the toxics problem in Woburn, Mass. W.R. 
Grace and others dumped barrels of chemicals that leached into the 
community’s water supply, and caused a cluster of childhood cancers. Today, 
our work to clean up legacy pollution from our industrial past continues, 
yet increasingly, we are also helping communities address pollution threats 
from dirty and dangerous energy sources.
 
The reality is that our addiction to fossil fuels and nuclear energy threatens 
the very fabric of our communities. The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change released their fifth and most sobering report this past fall, 
saying that the growing risks of climate change are so profound that they 
could stall or reverse generations of progress against poverty and hunger. 
The report predicted food shortages, the flooding of major cities and entire 
island nations, mass extinction of plants and animals, and worse. Climate 
change is no longer a distant threat, but is being felt all over the world, here 
and now. 
 
It’s hard to be hopeful given the threats we face. Still, here in New England, 
we’re making progress in turning things around. In 2014, we worked with 
neighbors in more than 100 communities to win concrete victories right 
here in our backyard—all the while building a stronger environmental 
movement so we can win even bigger victories in the years to come. 

The past year was marked by profound wins against dirty energy. We 
prevented ExxonMobil’s plan to pipe tar sands oil through Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine. And with the retirement of the Mount Tom coal-
fired power plant, one of the biggest polluters in Western Massachusetts, 
residents in Holyoke are breathing easier. Still, we’re continuing to work in 
these communities and others to ensure that after we transition away from 
dirty energy like coal, we are able to build toward the healthier, clean energy 
future we envision for New England. 

Our work would not be possible without the generosity of the thousands 
who support Toxics Action Center financially every year. I am grateful for 
you.
 
Thank you,

Sylvia Broude
Executive Director

“We were up against a 

corporate giant and a 

town that didn’t know 

why they needed to 

worry. Toxics Action 

Center came to our aid, 

helped us organize, 

and we grew into a 

formidable advocate 

for environmental 

issues in our 

community.”

   —  Kristen Nason,

 Framingham Action 

 Coalition for 

 Environmental Safety 

To Our Members
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All our supporters’ gifts are greatly appreciated. We would like to especially thank the following individual 
citizen contributors to Toxics Action Center, Inc. and/or Toxics Action Center Campaigns.

Thank You!
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Individuals who supported our work with contributions of $2,500 or more
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Individuals who supported our work with contributions of $250 - $499
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“When Toxics Action Center joined us and 
started leading our coalition, we realized 
we might not lose. We love Toxics Action 
and don’t know what we would do without 
them.”
                   — Mary Martin,  

   Just Power

Toxics Action Center and Woodbridge Lake Conservancy 
volunteers build support for a nontoxic lake.

More than 30 years after the tragedies of Love Canal and 
Woburn, many of New England’s communities still live near 
hazardous waste sites, which often threaten drinking water 
supplies. We continue to field calls from residents facing 
proposals for new polluting facilities in their neighborhoods. 
While federal funding for toxic cleanups has dwindled, 
communities are still fighting for and winning cleanups 
locally and succeeding in preventing new pollution threats. 
Toxics Action Center is proud to continue to stand by these 
communities and to be a resource when polluters refuse to 
take responsibility for their messes.

Neighbors Join Together to Protect the 
Orono Bog

Last year, residents in Orono, Maine, faced a renewed 
gravel mining operation right next to the beloved and 
environmentally-sensitive Orono Bog Boardwalk. Gravel 
mining can pollute air and water, while the blasting and 
crushing of rock causes air and noise pollution. This year, we 
worked with residents to prevent the reopening of the gravel 
pit, protecting their town and precious wetlands.

Halting Toxic Air Pollution in Western 
Massachusetts

In Sheffield, members of the No Asphalt Defense Fund 
(NADF) have worked tirelessly to prevent a polluting hot-mix 
asphalt plant from being built near their homes by a company 
already operating a rock-crushing facility. Toxics Action Center 
community organizers helped NADF raise money, gain media 
attention, and demonstrate residents’ opposition to town 
officials. This year, the company agreed to work with residents 
to improve conditions at their rock-crushing plant and agreed 
not to build the asphalt plant.

Woodridge Lake is a special place. Nestled in Northwestern 
Connecticut amidst rolling hills, the lake is a popular 
destination for swimmers, boaters and anglers. It’s also part 
of a watershed providing thousands of residents with clean 
drinking water —a water source threatened last year by a plan 
to use the toxic pesticide Sonar to kill weeds in the lake. Sonar 
is linked to numerous health issues and is banned in Europe.

Judy Fradin is a founding member of the Woodridge Lake 
Conservancy, and she sprung into action to address this threat. 
Toxics Action Center community organizers worked with 
Judy and others in the Conservancy to secure the support 
of community members for non-toxic lake management. In 
less than a week, nearly half of the town’s residents signed a 
statement of support for the Woodridge Lake Conservancy. As 
a result, the lake’s managing board went on record to say that 
pesticides were “off the table.” Now Judy is working to build a 
regional movement to protect water resources in Connecticut, 
helping other neighbors living near lakes threatened by 
pesticides to stand up for nontoxic solutions.

Local Leader Spotlight:
Judy Fradin Protects Woodridge Lake
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2014 Income 2014 Expenditures

Grants ............................ 55%

Members & Donors ... 44%

Other .............................. 1%

At Toxics Action Center, Inc., we pride ourselves on our 

ability to get an incredible amount done with limited 

resources. We are able to maximize our impact by 

focusing on building the capacity of neighborhood 

groups for the long run. We are so thankful for your 

contribution. Together, we are moving toward a New 

England where everyone can drink clean water, breathe 

clean air and live in a healthy community.

We are sincerely grateful to the 
following organizations for their 
financial support during 2014.

Foundation Support

 ■ Anonymous 

 ■ Barr Foundation 

 ■ Ben and Jerry’s Foundation 

 ■ Boston University Superfund 
Research Program 

 ■ Canaday Family Charitable Trust 

 ■ The Common Sense Fund 

 ■ Energy Foundation 

 ■ Harris and Frances Block 
Foundation 

 ■ Island Foundation 

 ■ John Merck Fund 

 ■ Lawson Valentine Foundation 

 ■ Lintilhac Foundation 

 ■ National Science Foundation 

 ■ Orchard Foundation 

 ■ Toxics Use Reduction Institute

Program ........................ 74%

Fundraising .................. 17%

Overhead ...................... 9%

Preventing and Cleaning Up Pollution2014 Financial Information & Supporters



3 TOXICS ACTION CENTER • 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

Moving Away from Dirty & Dangerous Energy

Toxics Action Center has worked side-by-side for years with 
residents fighting the pollution that comes from dirty energy 
sources of the past. From coal-burning power plants belching 
smog and soot to nuclear power plants operating far beyond 
their intended retirement date, it is high time we cleared the 
way for a cleaner energy future in New England.

Closing in on a Coal-Free New England

After seven years of organizing to retire coal-fired power plants 
in the region, four of the seven remaining plants are closed or 
closing soon. In July, we celebrated with community leaders 
from Action for a Healthy Holyoke after news broke that the 
Mount Tom coal plant would retire in the fall. We continue to 
work with residents to ensure that the site is cleaned up and 
repurposed with healthier economic development. Similarly, 
we continue our work with Coalition for Clean Air South 
Coast in Somerset, Mass. to ensure that the Brayton Point 
coal plant is retired on schedule by 2017.
 
New England’s remaining coal plants show signs of succumbing 
to citizen and market pressure. Once these antiquated facilities 
close, we will be the first region of the country to go coal-
free. While much of the rest of the country continues to rely 
heavily on coal for electricity, New England is proving that it 
is possible to build a safer and more sustainable energy future.

Retiring Aging Nuclear Power Plants on 
Schedule

New England’s three nuclear power plants have been 
generating radioactive waste for more than 40 years. 
Vermont Yankee was one of the oldest nuclear power plants 
in the country, with a history of environmental violations and 
plant failures, including the collapse of a cooling tower and 

radioactive waste leaks into groundwater. In recent years, 
our staff coordinated the coalition, Safe Power Vermont, 
orchestrating citizen organizing statewide. After years of 
work, Vermont Yankee finally powered down at the end of 
2014. We continue to watchdog the plant’s decommissioning, 
including advocating for continued security at the plant and 
cleanup of its radioactive waste.

No New Dependence on Fossil Fuels

New England already gets nearly half of its electricity from 
gas, much of it imported from dangerous fracking fields across 
the country. As the sun sets on coal-fired power plants across 
the region, the fossil fuel industry has geared up to push for 
a massive expansion of dirty gas. These six proposed gas-fired 
power plants and four separate pipeline projects would lock 
us into even more dirty fossil fuels for the next half century. 
The influx of new threats has activated new citizen leaders 
across the region. Together, we’re working to make the case 
that New England has been a leader in aggressive energy 
efficiency, reducing global warming pollution, and increasing 
solar power—and we should keep it that way.

“Words cannot express our gratitude 
to Toxics Action Center. You made 
it possible for us to close Somerset 
Station and the result was cleaner air 
and a healthier environment for our 
community.” 

              — Pauline Rodrigues,
 Coalition for Clean Air South Coast

Toxics Action Center worked with South Coast residents to collect thousands of petitions and turn out hundreds to public 
forums and community visioning sessions to retire and redevelop the old coal-fired power plant in their community.
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Clearing the Way for a Clean Energy Future

While the communities we assist at Toxics Action Center are 
often banding together in reaction to a profound pollution 
problem, our mission is to move them beyond the backyard 
issue that sparked their activism to work toward visionary 
solutions. This year, we celebrated progress in the fight for 
clean energy solutions and more sustainability.

Redeveloping Old Coal Plant Sites

Communities with coal-fired power plants are making progress 
in planning ahead for remediation and redevelopment of coal 
plant sites. Closed coal plants often leave behind heavy metal-
laden soil pollution, and as coal plants retire, communities lose 
significant streams of tax revenue. This past year, community 
groups in Holyoke and Somerset, Mass. helped secure state 
grant money to hire consultants to spearhead reuse assessments 
for local coal plant sites. These consultants will engage the 
public in a conversation about what types of development 
could bring good green jobs to their cities. Somerset is being 
explored as a site for offshore wind transmission and Holyoke 
for a solar farm. 

Local Energy Activists Join Together for Solar

Toxics Action Center is working with community leaders 
across Massachusetts who are fighting dirty energy on many 
fronts—coal, biomass, nuclear and fracked gas. This fall, we 
joined together to learn, network and get behind clean energy 
solutions. In a daylong retreat in Arlington, Mass., more than 
40 citizen leaders gathered for briefings on our energy grid, 

The Bridgeport City Council in Connecticut followed suit by 
passing a resolution calling for redevelopment of the coal plant 
in their city. Our partners, including Connecticut Coalition for 
Environmental Justice, are working closely with us to launch 
this exciting process and ensure that Bridgeport has options as 
it gets closer to the inevitable closure of the coal plant.

Tackling Climate Change City by City

In Springfield, Mass., community leader Michaelann Bewsee 
and Arise for Social Justice took on climate justice. Toxics 
Action Center Campaigns collaborated with Arise and their 
working group, Stop Toxic Incineration in Springfield, to stop 
the permitting of a construction waste incinerator in the heart 
of their city. The group continued to push past this victory to 
work on bigger picture solutions for energy and climate change 
in Western Massachusetts. This year, we helped them as they 
campaigned to pass a resolution to require that Springfield 
make a climate plan, and in the fall, they were successful once 
again.

energy efficiency, and potential clean energy solutions. Coming 
out of the retreat, the group cemented their dedication to 
stopping dirty energy in their own communities and decided 
to work together to convince Massachusetts’ new governor to 
support vastly expanding solar power in the upcoming year.
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Mary Martin, Just Power
When land agents of Vermont Gas Systems showed up at Mary’s door 
asking for rights to survey her land, Mary didn’t know what natural gas 
was, but she did know that she had to stop this pipeline from tearing 
up her family’s farmland. Mary joined Just Power and quickly learned 
about climate change and Vermont’s reliance on fossil fuels. Working 
with Toxics Action Center, her group turned out more than 600 
people to critical hearings on the pipeline’s permits. At town meeting 
day, Mary’s town successfully passed a resolution against the pipeline. 
This summer, when it was announced that the pipeline’s costs were 
skyrocketing, grandmothers from around Vermont, including Mary, 
staged a knit-in to protest at the company’s offices.

Kathy Martley,
Burrillville Against Spectra Expansion

Kathy lives next to the Spectra gas compressor station in Rhode 
Island. For decades, the station has released toxins into air and water 
and subjected its neighbors to devastating noise pollution. Now, 
Spectra wants to expand the compressor station so that more gas 
can pass through the pipeline, exacerbating existing pollution and 
noise problems and increasing the risk of explosions. Kathy formed 
Burrillville Against Spectra Expansion (BASE), and has been fighting 
back by knocking on doors, meeting with elected officials, and 
working within a growing multi-state coalition to stop the project.

Crystal Goodrich,
Protect South Portland  

Crystal Goodrich got her introduction to the world of local politics as 
president of the South Portland Dog Owners Group. She helped run a 
successful city-wide campaign against a strict dog-walking ordinance. 
But that fight was small potatoes compared to the battle to keep tar 
sands out of South Portland. Crystal is committed to keeping her city 
beautiful and fighting to stop a fossil fuel that is so dangerous for the 
planet. Despite early campaign setbacks, Crystal kept the group in 
high spirits with her humor, and her knowledge of the local political 
scene was integral to Protect South Portland’s ultimate victory. 

Karen Vale, Cape Cod Bay Watch
Karen Vale grew up in Westport, Mass. and has always been interested 
in the ocean. She even earned degrees in wildlife and environmental 
biology. That’s why when she heard about the work that Cape Cod 
Bay Watch was doing to protect the Bay from Pilgrim Nuclear 
Station’s pollution, she decided to get involved. Living in Plymouth, 
Karen is part of a diverse and extremely passionate movement of folks 
working to decommission Pilgrim and get its radioactive waste stored 
as safely as possible. Toxics Action Center helped connect Karen to 
the citizen science non-profit, Public Lab for Open Technology and 
Science (PLOTS), and together they are mapping impacts of Pilgrim’s 
heated water discharge in the bay.

Local Leaders for a Better Energy Future
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More Recycling, Less Waste
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Too often, instead of capturing valuable materials before 
they’re tossed in the trash, we bury these resources in landfills 
and burn them in incinerators. After years of organizing in 
communities to stop new landfills and incinerators, we have 
shifted the conversation to focus on reducing trash, expanding 
recycling and composting, and moving toward Zero Waste.

Connecticut Aims to Increase Recycling 

This spring, the Connecticut state legislature unanimously 
passed the Governor’s Recycling Bill. This will set a goal of 
diverting 60 percent of waste from landfills and incinerators 
by 2024. In the summer, we went door-to-door to educate the 
public and gather petitions urging the state to push beyond 
60 percent waste diversion to Zero Waste. From Norwich to 
Greenwich, we talked with hundreds who agreed it’s time to 
make a plan to dramatically decrease our trash. At the same 
time, we worked with residents in Hartford and Wallingford 
to retire trash incinerators and support Zero Waste solutions.

Boston Sets a Zero Waste Goal

This year, with a new mayor and a scheduled update of 
Boston’s Climate Action Plan, Toxics Action Center had a 
great opportunity to finally increase the city’s embarrassingly 

low recycling rate. We brought together a wide array of 
stakeholders and formed the Zero Waste Task Force to develop 
policy recommendations for Boston. Next, we launched our 
effort to build the grassroots support to make Zero Waste a 
city priority. We tabled at neighborhood festivals and held a 
community visioning event to bring together neighborhood 
activists. After a year of organizing, the city committed to 
launch a Zero Waste planning process within the updated 
climate plan. 

Galen Young raises pigs, chickens and honeybees 
on his organic farm in Argyle, Maine. When word 
spread that a company was applying for a permit 
to build a massive landfill in town, many were 
concerned. Residents feared that a new landfill 
would jeopardize their clean water and air. Galen 
had the most at stake of anyone. A right-of-way 
would have brought dozens of diesel trash trucks 
through his farm everyday.
               
Galen quickly became an admired spokesperson 
in opposition to the proposal. People from all 
over central Maine recognize his Moses-like 
beard from media coverage, and the residents of 
Argyle know him for providing the farm-raised 
pork enjoyed by all at community meetings—
including the meeting where we came up with 
the winning strategy that eventually halted the 
landfill and protected Argyle.

“I have never met a more enthusiastic, 
motivated and worthwhile group of 
people! What they are able to achieve 
is truly amazing. I trust them to keep 
a watchful eye on what’s happening 
in our communities and keep me 
informed.” 

— Lori Mazzarelli,
    Toxics Action Center member for 25 years

Galen Young and dozens of other Mainers testified against an 
unnecessary new landfill in their community.

Local Leader Spotlight: 
Galen Young Halts a New Landfill
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Crystal, Maine: Protecting Precious Drinking 
Water

Cindy Mullin was horrified to learn of a waste company’s 
plans to spray septage sludge across a neighboring field. 
Septage can contain pathogens and would threaten the 
underlying aquifer. When Cindy reached out for help, Toxics 
Action Center Campaigns, our C4 arm, trained Cindy and 
her neighbors to come up with a plan to fight back and linked 
her up with legal help. Now, the group is working to pass a 
local ordinance that would permanently protect their water.
 

Lamoine, Maine: Restoring Local Democracy
Residents in Lamoine were tired of watching out-of-

state industry haul away their town one truck-load at a 
time. Local town leaders had become beholden to big gravel 
companies, the town was covered in gravel pits and blasting, 
and it was turning Lamoine into a lunar landscape. This year, 
Toxics Action Center worked with Kathy Gaianguest and 
Friends of Lamoine to put democracy back into the hands of 
residents by enforcing existing laws to prevent more gravel 
pits and protect the town’s land and water. 

Bow and Portsmouth, N.H.: Retiring Coal
Burning coal for electricity contributes to global 

warming and threatens host communities with air pollution. 
Toxics Action Center is working with the Citizens for Clean 
and Fair Power to retire Northern New England’s last coal 
plants. This year more than 100 local businesses and 1,000 
residents in New Hampshire signed on to a coalition calling 
for the retirement of their city’s behemoth polluter.

Milton, N.H.: Keeping Our Farms Safe
Eric Knapp called Toxics Action Center when he heard 

that a proposed construction and demolition waste landfill 
was to be built right next to his family’s farm. Right away, 
Toxics Action Center staff got to work training Eric and his 
neighbors how to build public support and win a community 
vote. At the first town meeting, Citizens Against Landfills in 
Milton overwhelmingly won the debate, and we’ll continue to 
work with Eric to win a town vote and stop the landfill once 
and for all this spring.

Lake Champlain, Vt.: Protecting Lake 
Champlain

Lake Champlain is not only beautiful, it’s a treasured 
resource, providing drinking water and recreational 
opportunities for thousands. Unfortunately, excessive 

pollution and run-off fuel algae blooms, cause beach closures 
from bacteria, and make many of the fish too toxic to eat. 
Toxics Action Center is working to support community 
groups upstream to hold polluters accountable for their 
practices. The work of these watershed, community and 
industry watchdogs will help clean up both Lake Champlain 
and all of Vermont’s water resources.

Vernon, Vt.: Time for a Cleanup
After a many-year campaign and continued safety 

violations, Vermont Yankee finally retired this winter, but the 
work continues. There are more radioactive spent fuel rods 
than can be safely stored on-site. We’re working with the 
Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance to watchdog the 
cleanup process. We need to ensure that Entergy completes 
a full cleanup with all necessary precautions and safety 
measures in place.

New Bedford, Mass.: Cleaning Up Our Toxic 
Legacy

For years, manufacturers dumped waste with the now-banned 
toxic chemical PCBs into the Acushnet River. Now, New 
Bedford’s harbor is one of the most polluted waterways in the 
nation. The EPA’s cleanup plan doesn’t go far enough, leaving 
much of the pollution in the river. We’re working with 
local residents to call for the cleanup that the community 
deserves.

Pittsfield, Mass.: Calling for Full Cleanups
For more than 50 years, the General Electric Company 

(GE) in Pittsfield, Mass. used PCBs, a man-made toxic 
chemical, in the manufacture of its transformers. In the 
process, GE dumped PCB-laden waste all over Pittsfield. 
This year, we continued our long-term work with residents 
to demand a full cleanup that restores the health of the 
community’s land and the Housatonic River.

Somerset, Mass.: Redeveloping Old Coal Sites
Last year, South Coast residents celebrated the 

announcement that the largest air polluter in all of New 
England, the Brayton Point coal-fired power plant, would 
retire in 2017. Toxics Action Center continues its work with 
the Coalition for Clean Air South Coast to advocate for 
redeveloping the sites with clean energy, clean-tech, or other 
healthier economic development. This year, the community 
secured state grant money to hire planners to research reuse 
options for the state’s last coal plants.
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Westfield, Mass.: Preventing More Fossil Fuels
It’s clear New England should be moving beyond reliance on dirty 

fossil fuels. In Westfield, Toxics Action Center staff have worked with 
residents like Maryann Babinski to stop plans for an unnecessary oil- and 
gas-fired power plant in an area already over-burdened by air pollution. 

Charlestown, R.I.: Safeguarding Our Neighborhoods
Across town borders, neighbors have come together to fight 

COPAR Quarries, a corrupt and dangerous strip mining operation 
interfering with quality of life. In addition to deafening noise, residents 
consistently deal with layers of dust and dirt covering homes and yards, 
discolored water, and houses shaking from blasting. With the help of 
Toxics Action Center, the Concerned Citizens of Bradford and 
Charlestown are working to bring media attention to the issue to 
encourage regulatory action, and pursuing legal avenues to shut 
down the operation based on illegal zoning. 

Bridgeport and Oxford, Conn.: 
Moving Beyond Fossil Fuels

In New England, we have the potential 
to be getting far more of our energy 
from clean, renewable sources, 
but some developers are 
proposing to increase 
Connecticut’s dependence on 
fossil fuels. Bridgeport already 
has a coal-fired power plant, and 
developers in Bridgeport and Oxford 
want to build new gas plants as well. 
Now, activists in Oxford and 
Bridgeport are standing up for the air 
quality of their community, and Toxics 
Action Center organizers are helping 
them lead the fight.
   

North Branford, Conn.: Preventing
Dangerously Sited Industry

North Branford Citizens Against Bulk Propane 
formed to protect their community from a 
propane storage facility planned next to houses
and a nursing home, putting numerous lives at 
risk. Three towns nearby had already denied the 
company’s plans, and North Branford’s town 
zoning explicitly banned this type of dangerous 
facility. To get around this, the company rewrote 
the zoning laws. In response, the community got 
organized to prevent this threat.

MAINE
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6. Lamoine
7. Orono
8. Portland
9. South Portland

NEW HAMPSHIRE
10. Belmont
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57. Montague
58. Natick
59. Needham
60. New Bedford
61. Norton
62. Orange
63. Pepperell
64. Pittsfield
65. Plymouth
66. Rockland
67. Rockport
68. Sandisfield
69. Sheffield
70. Somerset
71. South Hadley
72. Springfield
73. Stoneham
74. Sturbridge
75. Townsend
76. West Roxbury
77. Westfield
78. Wilmington
79. Winthrop

RHODE ISLAND
80. E. Providence
81. Alton
82. Burrillville
83. Charlestown
84. Coventry
85. N. Providence
86. Providence
87. Westerly

CONNECTICUT
88. Bridgeport
89. Cromwell
90. Darien
91. Goshen
92. Greenwich
93. Guilford
94. Hartford
95. Killingly
96. Middlebury
97. Naugatuck
98. New Haven
99. North Branford
100.  Oxford
101.  Ridgefield
102.  Stamford
103.  Stratford
104.  Wallingford

Location of Toxics Action Center’s work in 2014

Location of Toxics Action Center’s office

Location highlighted by story

77

83

99

88 100

2014 Campaigns: Cleaning Up And Preventing Pollution Throughout New England



5

Crystal, Maine: Protecting Precious Drinking 
Water

Cindy Mullin was horrified to learn of a waste company’s 
plans to spray septage sludge across a neighboring field. 
Septage can contain pathogens and would threaten the 
underlying aquifer. When Cindy reached out for help, Toxics 
Action Center Campaigns, our C4 arm, trained Cindy and 
her neighbors to come up with a plan to fight back and linked 
her up with legal help. Now, the group is working to pass a 
local ordinance that would permanently protect their water.
 

Lamoine, Maine: Restoring Local Democracy
Residents in Lamoine were tired of watching out-of-

state industry haul away their town one truck-load at a 
time. Local town leaders had become beholden to big gravel 
companies, the town was covered in gravel pits and blasting, 
and it was turning Lamoine into a lunar landscape. This year, 
Toxics Action Center worked with Kathy Gaianguest and 
Friends of Lamoine to put democracy back into the hands of 
residents by enforcing existing laws to prevent more gravel 
pits and protect the town’s land and water. 

Bow and Portsmouth, N.H.: Retiring Coal
Burning coal for electricity contributes to global 

warming and threatens host communities with air pollution. 
Toxics Action Center is working with the Citizens for Clean 
and Fair Power to retire Northern New England’s last coal 
plants. This year more than 100 local businesses and 1,000 
residents in New Hampshire signed on to a coalition calling 
for the retirement of their city’s behemoth polluter.

Milton, N.H.: Keeping Our Farms Safe
Eric Knapp called Toxics Action Center when he heard 

that a proposed construction and demolition waste landfill 
was to be built right next to his family’s farm. Right away, 
Toxics Action Center staff got to work training Eric and his 
neighbors how to build public support and win a community 
vote. At the first town meeting, Citizens Against Landfills in 
Milton overwhelmingly won the debate, and we’ll continue to 
work with Eric to win a town vote and stop the landfill once 
and for all this spring.

Lake Champlain, Vt.: Protecting Lake 
Champlain

Lake Champlain is not only beautiful, it’s a treasured 
resource, providing drinking water and recreational 
opportunities for thousands. Unfortunately, excessive 

pollution and run-off fuel algae blooms, cause beach closures 
from bacteria, and make many of the fish too toxic to eat. 
Toxics Action Center is working to support community 
groups upstream to hold polluters accountable for their 
practices. The work of these watershed, community and 
industry watchdogs will help clean up both Lake Champlain 
and all of Vermont’s water resources.

Vernon, Vt.: Time for a Cleanup
After a many-year campaign and continued safety 

violations, Vermont Yankee finally retired this winter, but the 
work continues. There are more radioactive spent fuel rods 
than can be safely stored on-site. We’re working with the 
Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance to watchdog the 
cleanup process. We need to ensure that Entergy completes 
a full cleanup with all necessary precautions and safety 
measures in place.

New Bedford, Mass.: Cleaning Up Our Toxic 
Legacy

For years, manufacturers dumped waste with the now-banned 
toxic chemical PCBs into the Acushnet River. Now, New 
Bedford’s harbor is one of the most polluted waterways in the 
nation. The EPA’s cleanup plan doesn’t go far enough, leaving 
much of the pollution in the river. We’re working with 
local residents to call for the cleanup that the community 
deserves.

Pittsfield, Mass.: Calling for Full Cleanups
For more than 50 years, the General Electric Company 

(GE) in Pittsfield, Mass. used PCBs, a man-made toxic 
chemical, in the manufacture of its transformers. In the 
process, GE dumped PCB-laden waste all over Pittsfield. 
This year, we continued our long-term work with residents 
to demand a full cleanup that restores the health of the 
community’s land and the Housatonic River.

Somerset, Mass.: Redeveloping Old Coal Sites
Last year, South Coast residents celebrated the 

announcement that the largest air polluter in all of New 
England, the Brayton Point coal-fired power plant, would 
retire in 2017. Toxics Action Center continues its work with 
the Coalition for Clean Air South Coast to advocate for 
redeveloping the sites with clean energy, clean-tech, or other 
healthier economic development. This year, the community 
secured state grant money to hire planners to research reuse 
options for the state’s last coal plants.
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Westfield, Mass.: Preventing More Fossil Fuels
It’s clear New England should be moving beyond reliance on dirty 

fossil fuels. In Westfield, Toxics Action Center staff have worked with 
residents like Maryann Babinski to stop plans for an unnecessary oil- and 
gas-fired power plant in an area already over-burdened by air pollution. 

Charlestown, R.I.: Safeguarding Our Neighborhoods
Across town borders, neighbors have come together to fight 

COPAR Quarries, a corrupt and dangerous strip mining operation 
interfering with quality of life. In addition to deafening noise, residents 
consistently deal with layers of dust and dirt covering homes and yards, 
discolored water, and houses shaking from blasting. With the help of 
Toxics Action Center, the Concerned Citizens of Bradford and 
Charlestown are working to bring media attention to the issue to 
encourage regulatory action, and pursuing legal avenues to shut 
down the operation based on illegal zoning. 

Bridgeport and Oxford, Conn.: 
Moving Beyond Fossil Fuels

In New England, we have the potential 
to be getting far more of our energy 
from clean, renewable sources, 
but some developers are 
proposing to increase 
Connecticut’s dependence on 
fossil fuels. Bridgeport already 
has a coal-fired power plant, and 
developers in Bridgeport and Oxford 
want to build new gas plants as well. 
Now, activists in Oxford and 
Bridgeport are standing up for the air 
quality of their community, and Toxics 
Action Center organizers are helping 
them lead the fight.
   

North Branford, Conn.: Preventing
Dangerously Sited Industry

North Branford Citizens Against Bulk Propane 
formed to protect their community from a 
propane storage facility planned next to houses
and a nursing home, putting numerous lives at 
risk. Three towns nearby had already denied the 
company’s plans, and North Branford’s town 
zoning explicitly banned this type of dangerous 
facility. To get around this, the company rewrote 
the zoning laws. In response, the community got 
organized to prevent this threat.
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Mary Martin, Just Power
When land agents of Vermont Gas Systems showed up at Mary’s door 
asking for rights to survey her land, Mary didn’t know what natural gas 
was, but she did know that she had to stop this pipeline from tearing 
up her family’s farmland. Mary joined Just Power and quickly learned 
about climate change and Vermont’s reliance on fossil fuels. Working 
with Toxics Action Center, her group turned out more than 600 
people to critical hearings on the pipeline’s permits. At town meeting 
day, Mary’s town successfully passed a resolution against the pipeline. 
This summer, when it was announced that the pipeline’s costs were 
skyrocketing, grandmothers from around Vermont, including Mary, 
staged a knit-in to protest at the company’s offices.

Kathy Martley,
Burrillville Against Spectra Expansion

Kathy lives next to the Spectra gas compressor station in Rhode 
Island. For decades, the station has released toxins into air and water 
and subjected its neighbors to devastating noise pollution. Now, 
Spectra wants to expand the compressor station so that more gas 
can pass through the pipeline, exacerbating existing pollution and 
noise problems and increasing the risk of explosions. Kathy formed 
Burrillville Against Spectra Expansion (BASE), and has been fighting 
back by knocking on doors, meeting with elected officials, and 
working within a growing multi-state coalition to stop the project.

Crystal Goodrich,
Protect South Portland  

Crystal Goodrich got her introduction to the world of local politics as 
president of the South Portland Dog Owners Group. She helped run a 
successful city-wide campaign against a strict dog-walking ordinance. 
But that fight was small potatoes compared to the battle to keep tar 
sands out of South Portland. Crystal is committed to keeping her city 
beautiful and fighting to stop a fossil fuel that is so dangerous for the 
planet. Despite early campaign setbacks, Crystal kept the group in 
high spirits with her humor, and her knowledge of the local political 
scene was integral to Protect South Portland’s ultimate victory. 

Karen Vale, Cape Cod Bay Watch
Karen Vale grew up in Westport, Mass. and has always been interested 
in the ocean. She even earned degrees in wildlife and environmental 
biology. That’s why when she heard about the work that Cape Cod 
Bay Watch was doing to protect the Bay from Pilgrim Nuclear 
Station’s pollution, she decided to get involved. Living in Plymouth, 
Karen is part of a diverse and extremely passionate movement of folks 
working to decommission Pilgrim and get its radioactive waste stored 
as safely as possible. Toxics Action Center helped connect Karen to 
the citizen science non-profit, Public Lab for Open Technology and 
Science (PLOTS), and together they are mapping impacts of Pilgrim’s 
heated water discharge in the bay.

Local Leaders for a Better Energy Future

7

More Recycling, Less Waste
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Too often, instead of capturing valuable materials before 
they’re tossed in the trash, we bury these resources in landfills 
and burn them in incinerators. After years of organizing in 
communities to stop new landfills and incinerators, we have 
shifted the conversation to focus on reducing trash, expanding 
recycling and composting, and moving toward Zero Waste.

Connecticut Aims to Increase Recycling 

This spring, the Connecticut state legislature unanimously 
passed the Governor’s Recycling Bill. This will set a goal of 
diverting 60 percent of waste from landfills and incinerators 
by 2024. In the summer, we went door-to-door to educate the 
public and gather petitions urging the state to push beyond 
60 percent waste diversion to Zero Waste. From Norwich to 
Greenwich, we talked with hundreds who agreed it’s time to 
make a plan to dramatically decrease our trash. At the same 
time, we worked with residents in Hartford and Wallingford 
to retire trash incinerators and support Zero Waste solutions.

Boston Sets a Zero Waste Goal

This year, with a new mayor and a scheduled update of 
Boston’s Climate Action Plan, Toxics Action Center had a 
great opportunity to finally increase the city’s embarrassingly 

low recycling rate. We brought together a wide array of 
stakeholders and formed the Zero Waste Task Force to develop 
policy recommendations for Boston. Next, we launched our 
effort to build the grassroots support to make Zero Waste a 
city priority. We tabled at neighborhood festivals and held a 
community visioning event to bring together neighborhood 
activists. After a year of organizing, the city committed to 
launch a Zero Waste planning process within the updated 
climate plan. 

Galen Young raises pigs, chickens and honeybees 
on his organic farm in Argyle, Maine. When word 
spread that a company was applying for a permit 
to build a massive landfill in town, many were 
concerned. Residents feared that a new landfill 
would jeopardize their clean water and air. Galen 
had the most at stake of anyone. A right-of-way 
would have brought dozens of diesel trash trucks 
through his farm everyday.
               
Galen quickly became an admired spokesperson 
in opposition to the proposal. People from all 
over central Maine recognize his Moses-like 
beard from media coverage, and the residents of 
Argyle know him for providing the farm-raised 
pork enjoyed by all at community meetings—
including the meeting where we came up with 
the winning strategy that eventually halted the 
landfill and protected Argyle.

“I have never met a more enthusiastic, 
motivated and worthwhile group of 
people! What they are able to achieve 
is truly amazing. I trust them to keep 
a watchful eye on what’s happening 
in our communities and keep me 
informed.” 

— Lori Mazzarelli,
    Toxics Action Center member for 25 years

Galen Young and dozens of other Mainers testified against an 
unnecessary new landfill in their community.

Local Leader Spotlight: 
Galen Young Halts a New Landfill
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Moving Away from Dirty & Dangerous Energy

Toxics Action Center has worked side-by-side for years with 
residents fighting the pollution that comes from dirty energy 
sources of the past. From coal-burning power plants belching 
smog and soot to nuclear power plants operating far beyond 
their intended retirement date, it is high time we cleared the 
way for a cleaner energy future in New England.

Closing in on a Coal-Free New England

After seven years of organizing to retire coal-fired power plants 
in the region, four of the seven remaining plants are closed or 
closing soon. In July, we celebrated with community leaders 
from Action for a Healthy Holyoke after news broke that the 
Mount Tom coal plant would retire in the fall. We continue to 
work with residents to ensure that the site is cleaned up and 
repurposed with healthier economic development. Similarly, 
we continue our work with Coalition for Clean Air South 
Coast in Somerset, Mass. to ensure that the Brayton Point 
coal plant is retired on schedule by 2017.
 
New England’s remaining coal plants show signs of succumbing 
to citizen and market pressure. Once these antiquated facilities 
close, we will be the first region of the country to go coal-
free. While much of the rest of the country continues to rely 
heavily on coal for electricity, New England is proving that it 
is possible to build a safer and more sustainable energy future.

Retiring Aging Nuclear Power Plants on 
Schedule

New England’s three nuclear power plants have been 
generating radioactive waste for more than 40 years. 
Vermont Yankee was one of the oldest nuclear power plants 
in the country, with a history of environmental violations and 
plant failures, including the collapse of a cooling tower and 

radioactive waste leaks into groundwater. In recent years, 
our staff coordinated the coalition, Safe Power Vermont, 
orchestrating citizen organizing statewide. After years of 
work, Vermont Yankee finally powered down at the end of 
2014. We continue to watchdog the plant’s decommissioning, 
including advocating for continued security at the plant and 
cleanup of its radioactive waste.

No New Dependence on Fossil Fuels

New England already gets nearly half of its electricity from 
gas, much of it imported from dangerous fracking fields across 
the country. As the sun sets on coal-fired power plants across 
the region, the fossil fuel industry has geared up to push for 
a massive expansion of dirty gas. These six proposed gas-fired 
power plants and four separate pipeline projects would lock 
us into even more dirty fossil fuels for the next half century. 
The influx of new threats has activated new citizen leaders 
across the region. Together, we’re working to make the case 
that New England has been a leader in aggressive energy 
efficiency, reducing global warming pollution, and increasing 
solar power—and we should keep it that way.

“Words cannot express our gratitude 
to Toxics Action Center. You made 
it possible for us to close Somerset 
Station and the result was cleaner air 
and a healthier environment for our 
community.” 

              — Pauline Rodrigues,
 Coalition for Clean Air South Coast

Toxics Action Center worked with South Coast residents to collect thousands of petitions and turn out hundreds to public 
forums and community visioning sessions to retire and redevelop the old coal-fired power plant in their community.

8TOXICS ACTION CENTER • 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

Clearing the Way for a Clean Energy Future

While the communities we assist at Toxics Action Center are 
often banding together in reaction to a profound pollution 
problem, our mission is to move them beyond the backyard 
issue that sparked their activism to work toward visionary 
solutions. This year, we celebrated progress in the fight for 
clean energy solutions and more sustainability.

Redeveloping Old Coal Plant Sites

Communities with coal-fired power plants are making progress 
in planning ahead for remediation and redevelopment of coal 
plant sites. Closed coal plants often leave behind heavy metal-
laden soil pollution, and as coal plants retire, communities lose 
significant streams of tax revenue. This past year, community 
groups in Holyoke and Somerset, Mass. helped secure state 
grant money to hire consultants to spearhead reuse assessments 
for local coal plant sites. These consultants will engage the 
public in a conversation about what types of development 
could bring good green jobs to their cities. Somerset is being 
explored as a site for offshore wind transmission and Holyoke 
for a solar farm. 

Local Energy Activists Join Together for Solar

Toxics Action Center is working with community leaders 
across Massachusetts who are fighting dirty energy on many 
fronts—coal, biomass, nuclear and fracked gas. This fall, we 
joined together to learn, network and get behind clean energy 
solutions. In a daylong retreat in Arlington, Mass., more than 
40 citizen leaders gathered for briefings on our energy grid, 

The Bridgeport City Council in Connecticut followed suit by 
passing a resolution calling for redevelopment of the coal plant 
in their city. Our partners, including Connecticut Coalition for 
Environmental Justice, are working closely with us to launch 
this exciting process and ensure that Bridgeport has options as 
it gets closer to the inevitable closure of the coal plant.

Tackling Climate Change City by City

In Springfield, Mass., community leader Michaelann Bewsee 
and Arise for Social Justice took on climate justice. Toxics 
Action Center Campaigns collaborated with Arise and their 
working group, Stop Toxic Incineration in Springfield, to stop 
the permitting of a construction waste incinerator in the heart 
of their city. The group continued to push past this victory to 
work on bigger picture solutions for energy and climate change 
in Western Massachusetts. This year, we helped them as they 
campaigned to pass a resolution to require that Springfield 
make a climate plan, and in the fall, they were successful once 
again.

energy efficiency, and potential clean energy solutions. Coming 
out of the retreat, the group cemented their dedication to 
stopping dirty energy in their own communities and decided 
to work together to convince Massachusetts’ new governor to 
support vastly expanding solar power in the upcoming year.
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“When Toxics Action Center joined us and 
started leading our coalition, we realized 
we might not lose. We love Toxics Action 
and don’t know what we would do without 
them.”
                   — Mary Martin,  

   Just Power

Toxics Action Center and Woodbridge Lake Conservancy 
volunteers build support for a nontoxic lake.

More than 30 years after the tragedies of Love Canal and 
Woburn, many of New England’s communities still live near 
hazardous waste sites, which often threaten drinking water 
supplies. We continue to field calls from residents facing 
proposals for new polluting facilities in their neighborhoods. 
While federal funding for toxic cleanups has dwindled, 
communities are still fighting for and winning cleanups 
locally and succeeding in preventing new pollution threats. 
Toxics Action Center is proud to continue to stand by these 
communities and to be a resource when polluters refuse to 
take responsibility for their messes.

Neighbors Join Together to Protect the 
Orono Bog

Last year, residents in Orono, Maine, faced a renewed 
gravel mining operation right next to the beloved and 
environmentally-sensitive Orono Bog Boardwalk. Gravel 
mining can pollute air and water, while the blasting and 
crushing of rock causes air and noise pollution. This year, we 
worked with residents to prevent the reopening of the gravel 
pit, protecting their town and precious wetlands.

Halting Toxic Air Pollution in Western 
Massachusetts

In Sheffield, members of the No Asphalt Defense Fund 
(NADF) have worked tirelessly to prevent a polluting hot-mix 
asphalt plant from being built near their homes by a company 
already operating a rock-crushing facility. Toxics Action Center 
community organizers helped NADF raise money, gain media 
attention, and demonstrate residents’ opposition to town 
officials. This year, the company agreed to work with residents 
to improve conditions at their rock-crushing plant and agreed 
not to build the asphalt plant.

Woodridge Lake is a special place. Nestled in Northwestern 
Connecticut amidst rolling hills, the lake is a popular 
destination for swimmers, boaters and anglers. It’s also part 
of a watershed providing thousands of residents with clean 
drinking water —a water source threatened last year by a plan 
to use the toxic pesticide Sonar to kill weeds in the lake. Sonar 
is linked to numerous health issues and is banned in Europe.

Judy Fradin is a founding member of the Woodridge Lake 
Conservancy, and she sprung into action to address this threat. 
Toxics Action Center community organizers worked with 
Judy and others in the Conservancy to secure the support 
of community members for non-toxic lake management. In 
less than a week, nearly half of the town’s residents signed a 
statement of support for the Woodridge Lake Conservancy. As 
a result, the lake’s managing board went on record to say that 
pesticides were “off the table.” Now Judy is working to build a 
regional movement to protect water resources in Connecticut, 
helping other neighbors living near lakes threatened by 
pesticides to stand up for nontoxic solutions.

Local Leader Spotlight:
Judy Fradin Protects Woodridge Lake

9 TOXICS ACTION CENTER • 2014 ANNUAL REPORT

2014 Income 2014 Expenditures

Grants ............................ 55%

Members & Donors ... 44%

Other .............................. 1%

At Toxics Action Center, Inc., we pride ourselves on our 

ability to get an incredible amount done with limited 

resources. We are able to maximize our impact by 

focusing on building the capacity of neighborhood 

groups for the long run. We are so thankful for your 

contribution. Together, we are moving toward a New 

England where everyone can drink clean water, breathe 

clean air and live in a healthy community.

We are sincerely grateful to the 
following organizations for their 
financial support during 2014.

Foundation Support

 ■ Anonymous 

 ■ Barr Foundation 

 ■ Ben and Jerry’s Foundation 

 ■ Boston University Superfund 
Research Program 

 ■ Canaday Family Charitable Trust 

 ■ The Common Sense Fund 

 ■ Energy Foundation 

 ■ Harris and Frances Block 
Foundation 

 ■ Island Foundation 

 ■ John Merck Fund 

 ■ Lawson Valentine Foundation 

 ■ Lintilhac Foundation 

 ■ National Science Foundation 

 ■ Orchard Foundation 

 ■ Toxics Use Reduction Institute

Program ........................ 74%

Fundraising .................. 17%

Overhead ...................... 9%
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ORGANIZING WITH RESIDENTS

TO CLEAN UP AND PREVENT POLLUTION

IN NEW ENGLAND SINCE 1987

Toxics Action Center
294 Washington St., Ste. 500
Boston, MA 02108
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Eastern Massachusetts Office
294 Washington St., Ste. 500
Boston, MA 02108
(617) 292-4821

Western Massachusetts Office
150 Fearing Street, #4A
Amherst, MA 01002
(413) 253-4458

Connecticut Office
2074 Park St., Ste. 210
Hartford, CT 06106
(860) 233-7623

Maine Office
142 High St., Ste. 624
Portland, ME 04101
(207) 871-1810

New Hampshire Office
30 South Main St., Ste. 301B
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 229-1331

Rhode Island Office
9 South Angell St., 2nd Fl.
Providence, RI 02906
(401) 421-0007

Vermont Office
141 Main St., Ste. 6
Montpelier, VT 05602
(802) 223-4099

Jeff Butke
Community Organizer

Sylvia Broude
Executive Director

Megan Stokes
Development Director

Andy Jones
Community Organizer
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Shaina Kasper
Community Organizer

Bess Beller-Levesque
Communications Coordinator

Claire B.W. Miller
State Director

Our Offices Our Staff

Michelle Weiser
Community Organizer




