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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dear friends,
2020 brought global change and big challenges for our
communities. The same communities already on the frontlines
of climate and environmental threats found themselves at the
center of the COVID-19 pandemic, the global recession and the
uprising in defense of Black lives.

Kimball Nelson

It was a year filled with stories of resistance and resilience as
communities joined together in mutual aid, new groups formed
and won against big polluters, and we survived a tumultuous
election. It was also a year of adaptation, which tested the
strength of the power we’ve built.

Sylvia Broude
Executive Director

Real,
lasting
change
takes root
when people
get together
and take
action at
the local
level.

This year, we grew as an organization as well. Last spring, we
launched our Digital Organizing Toolbox with trainings and
tools for community groups to build power online. Then, over
the summer, we changed our name from Toxics Action Center
to Community Action Works to better align our name with
our mission to help communities confront polluters and seed
solutions.
As always, the real work happens on the ground in cities and
towns across our region. We know that real, lasting change
takes root when people get together and take action at the local
level. And when community groups know how to make local
democracy work for their health and environment, they lead the
movement for large-scale transformation. In 2020, communities
that were up against great odds laid the groundwork for the big
change we so desperately need.
In this report, you’ll read about the Upper Valley Pipeline
Coalition, whose members rose up and stopped a fracked gas
pipeline planned in New Hampshire, the work Don’t Waste ME is
doing to transform our waste system and secure environmental
justice in Maine, a national coalition of communities organizing
for safe drinking water for all, and more. Your support makes all of
this possible.
With gratitude,

Cover: Community Action Works staff
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STRONG COMMUNITY LEADERS WHO
TRANSFORM OUR WORLD
GLADYS MORENO FUENTES, HARTFORD COALITION FOR SAFE
TECHNOLOGY

Gladys Moreno Fuentes

Gladys is a social worker, grandmother, Puerto Rican resident of South West,
Hartford, and now a community leader in the fight to stop a 5G cell antenna.
There’s not enough research to show that radiation from a cell antenna like this
one is safe for a residential neighborhood, and this antenna is planned for a
Latino community in one of the poorest parts of the city. So when Gladys got a
letter in the mail that said a 5G cell antenna would be built just six feet from her
home, she knew she had to take action. Gladys made endless calls, sent dozens
of letters, and finally connected with neighbors to form the Hartford Coalition
for Safe Technology—and they’ve been speaking out at hearings and meetings
ever since.

Ayesha Khan

AYESHA KHAN, NANTUCKET PFAS ACTION GROUP

Ayesha, left, with Jaime Honkawa,
both co-founders of the Nantucket
PFAS Action Group.

Ayesha’s husband Nate is a firefighter on Nantucket, Massachusetts, where they
live with their two boys. Last year, Nate was diagnosed with testicular cancer at
the age of 38. Ayesha started researching the high rates of cancer in firefighters,
and it was only then that she made the connection between cancer and “forever”
chemicals known as PFAS in the gear and the foam that firefighters use—gear
that was supposed to protect them. Now, with Nate in remission, Ayesha cofounded the Nantucket PFAS Action Group with Jaime Honkawa and joined
community groups across the country in the coalition we co-coordinate to take
action at the local and national levels. Nantucket PFAS Action Group joined forces
with Nantucket Firefighters Local 2509 and others to win a major victory—the
first station in the country to get town approval to get PFAS-free turnout gear!

Miriam Osofsky

MIRIAM OSOFSKY, UPPER VALLEY CLEAN AIR COMMITTEE

Miriam is a climate activist who lives in Hanover, New Hampshire. She also
has asthma. So when she found out about Dartmouth College’s plan to build
a biomass incinerator in her town, she went to the very next public meeting.
Biomass means burning wood for energy, and it pollutes the air we breathe and
exacerbates the climate crisis. Miriam joined up with a group of neighbors to
form the Upper Valley Clean Air Committee and resist the biomass incinerator.
This year, they celebrated a big win when Dartmouth committed to not building
the incinerator and began to explore clean energy options instead.

Hillary Lister

HILLARY LISTER, DON’T WASTE ME

The first time Hillary took action to stop a polluter in her community was after a
fire at a waste incinerator in Athens, Maine, that lasted six weeks. After the state
shut it down, the incinerator proposed to rebuild its operations. Hillary, whose
family had already faced drinking water pollution in Leominster, Massachusetts,
known as “Plastic City,” and Corinna, Maine, a town contaminated by an old wool
mill, didn’t want to see this polluting incinerator rebuilt. So she and her neighbors
led a years-long effort that kept that incinerator from being built. That’s when
she met community leaders in Don’t Waste ME, and it was just the start of her
two decades of helping communities fight polluting landfills, stop incinerators,
and win better waste policies statewide.
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CONFRONT POLLUTERS, SEED SOLUTIONS
We work side by side with everyday people to
confront polluters and seed solutions because
the people most impacted by environmental
problems don’t stop when they’ve won their first
fight. Many leaders use the power they’ve built
to fight for the solutions we need to protect our
health and environment.

STOPPING FRACKED GAS PIPELINES IN
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S UPPER VALLEY

Cartoon by Steve Meyers

When neighbors in Hanover and Lebanon learned
about a fracked gas pipeline and storage depot
proposed for their community, they took action. For
years, the community group Energy and Climate
Upper Valley organized opposition to this pipeline.
Neighbors held meetings, marches and huge rallies,
collected over 1,100 signatures against the project,
pushed Lebanon to remove fracked gas from its
master plan, and showed up at every hearing and
meeting to testify. Even after the Public Utilities
Commission officially approved the project, the group
never gave up. Now, this pipeline will never be built.
Last summer, we won! The pipeline failed to meet
the requirement to start construction within two
years of its approval. This victory sends fracked gas
companies a clear message: No fracked gas pipeline,
large or small, is welcome in New Hampshire.

This Don’t Waste ME campaign-inspired cartoon
appeared last fall in the Maine Sunday Telegram.

THREE COMMUNITIES IN THE FIGHT
TO STOP POLLUTING BIOMASS
INCINERATORS

Three communities in different states all have
something in common: They are fighting to stop
proposed biomass incinerators—which burn wood
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for energy—from being built in their backyards.
In Hanover, New Hampshire, where Dartmouth
College was proposing a biomass facility near homes
and schools, residents came together to speak
out and protect our health and climate. The group
researched the dangers of biomass, reached out to
neighbors and allies at the college, and even met
online with Dartmouth officials when the pandemic
canceled plans. Now, Dartmouth is exploring
safe, renewable energy, including geothermal—
indicating a major step in the right direction.
Community leaders led by the Springfield Climate
Justice Coalition in Springfield, Massachusetts, have
kept up a decade-long fight to stop an incinerator
proposed for a residential community. And now
neighbors in Brattleboro, Vermont, who were
gearing up to launch a fight against a new biomass
incinerator proposed in their town, quickly won and
joined activists in Standing Trees Vermont to stop
our forests from being burned for energy.

THE FIGHT AGAINST THE COMPRESSOR
STATION AND FOR STATEWIDE
SOLUTIONS

For six years, community leaders have been fighting
a fracked gas compressor station in Weymouth,
Massachusetts. This year, while the state was still in
the first surge of COVID-19 cases, construction began
on the compressor station while the community
group Fore River Residents Against the Compressor
Station (FRRACS) led socially distant standouts and
car rallies in opposition. When the compressor station
became operational last fall, FRRACS watchdogged
the compressor station’s two system failures that
resulted in massive leaks of fracked gas and in
months-long delays in the facility’s startup. FRRACS
isn’t giving up, and they’re pursuing a legal strategy
alongside their continued organizing to stop this
compressor station from polluting their community.
And meanwhile, these same leaders have helped
the Mass Power Forward coalition we co-founded
five years ago work for solutions by pushing for a
climate bill that codifies environmental justice and
moves our state toward 100 percent clean, renewable
energy. With this new law on the books, it’s clear
that the legislature and Massachusetts residents are
ready for progress.

SOLVING MAINE’S WASTE PROBLEMS
ONE LOOPHOLE AT A TIME

There’s a giant loophole in Maine’s waste policy that
allows trash to come across the border from other

states, mix with Maine trash, and be ‘counted’ as
Maine waste, which means it can end up in state
landfills. Community leaders in Don’t Waste ME,
who live in the shadow of the state’s largest landfill
in Old Town, Maine, and are tired of Maine being the
dumping ground for the region, have a solution. This
year, Don’t Waste ME worked with residents across
the state to bring a citizens’ petition to the Board of
Environmental Protection to close this loophole and
win protections for the communities most impacted
by landfills in the state, including the Penobscot
Nation. Their work is gaining traction and has won
the attention of the media, from the cartoonist at
the Maine Sunday Telegram to the editorial board at
the Portland Press Herald.

COMMUNITY LEADERS WIN THE
NATION’S STRONGEST DRINKING WATER
PROTECTIONS IN MASS. AND N.H.

When everyday people in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire learned that their drinking water was
contaminated by toxic PFAS chemicals, they decided
to do something about it. And now, they have won
some of the strongest drinking water protections
in the country. PFAS, called “forever” chemicals,
are known to cause cancers, kidney disease and
other serious health problems. They’re toxic even
in extremely small amounts. When neighbors
found out that they had been contaminated, they
were shocked and confused—many had never
heard about these chemicals before. But out of
this crisis emerged leaders who rose up to get
their communities organized and fight to clean up
this mess. This year, we’re celebrating two major
victories. In Massachusetts, community leaders

pushed the state to issue the strongest drinking
water protections on PFAS in the country. And
in New Hampshire, where last year community
leaders won drinking water protections so strong
that they prompted a polluter’s lawsuit against the
state, a court dissolved the injunction, and now the
protections will finally go into effect.

A GROUP OF NEIGHBORS LED BLUE HILL,
MAINE, IN GOING PESTICIDE-FREE

This year, neighbors in Blue Hill, Maine, organized
their community to pass a pesticide-free ordinance
by a 3 to 1 margin. This incredible victory started when
Rick Traub and his neighbors, concerned about
pesticides in Blue Hill, formed the Blue Hill Healthy
Ecosystem Group. The group took action, writing a
strong ordinance to ban pesticides in town and then
working to make sure their community was behind
them. The group tabled at weekly farmers’ markets
and co-ops, created posters, organized three
monthly gatherings at the library with speakers
on going pesticide-free, and published articles
about their work in the paper. Finally, community
leaders built enough support in town to bring their
pesticide-free ordinance to a community vote. In
the end, 1,412 people voted to pass the ordinance,
which now prohibits the application, storage or sale
of nearly all pesticides in Blue Hill.

2020 BY THE

NUMBERS
59
organizing
group trainings
294 community
3,225 activists trained
coaching
279 leadership
sessions
actions
69 side-by-side
with groups
25 victories!

Staff

calls to our
hotline for help

The Fore River Residents Against the Compressor
Station (FRRACS) at a socially distant protest against
the mayor’s decision to accept a $10 million payout
from the compressor station.
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2020 CAMPAIGNS TO PROTECT HEALTH AND
THE ENVIRONMENT
HARTFORD, CONN.: SPEAKING OUT
AGAINST 5G TO PROTECT COMMUNITY
HEALTH
When a Verizon 5G cell antenna was proposed for the
South West neighborhood of Hartford, Connecticut,
a Latino neighborhood already overburdened by
pollution, neighbors like Gladys Moreno Fuentes,
Eileen Noonan and Joe Wasserman came together to
speak out about the impacts this proposal could have
on their community’s health. Concerned that there is
not enough research to show that radiation from the
antenna is safe enough to be located in a residential
neighborhood, residents formed the Hartford Coalition
for Safe Technology. Now, they’re calling on city officials
to slow down the process and speak out against a
proposal that could harm the health of their community.
1

PROVIDENCE, R.I.: INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITY LEADERS WITH A PLACEBASED VISION
Last year, we worked side by side with the Water is
Life – Land and Water Sovereignty Campaign—led
by Black, Brown and Indigenous activists—to stop a
plan to privatize the public drinking water supply in
Providence, Rhode Island. Community leaders who
won that campaign always had a vision that was bigger
than stopping the water privatization, and this year,
we supported them in coming together to form a new
group: Native Green. Now, Native Green is bringing
Indigenous ancestral vision and environmental justice
principles together to work for place-based solutions to
environmental problems in the state of Rhode Island
and beyond.
2

BENNINGTON, VT.: RISING UP TO STOP
DANGEROUS OIL TRAINS
Every fall, an out-of-state company parks up to a
hundred railroad cars, each loaded with 30,000 gallons
of oil, on an abandoned track running through the
middle of Bennington—next to schools, playgrounds
and homes. Storing this kind of fuel on rail helps
companies evade existing regulations, and with so much
flammable, volatile fuel right next door, neighbors are
concerned that these oil trains are a disaster waiting to
happen. We’re working with neighbors in Bennington
to fight back against these dangerous oil trains and
pass an ordinance to ban the storage of fossil fuels in
residential areas, keeping the community safe from
potential disasters.
3
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SAUGUS, MASS.: FIGHTING LOCAL TRASH
INCINERATOR AND PUSHING FOR
STATEWIDE SOLUTIONS
Saugus, Massachusetts, is home to the country’s
oldest trash incinerator, which spews toxic pollution
into the air that surrounding communities breathe.
For years, we’ve worked side by side with community
leaders such as Deb Panetta, Elle Baker, Jackie
Mercurio, Ricky Serino, Ann Devlin and state Reps.
RoseLee Vincent and Jessica Giannino to push this
polluter to retire. Last summer, leaders from Saugus
and communities across the state who are also on the
frontlines of the pollution that comes from burning
and burying trash came together to push for solutions
that will protect their communities for the long haul.
This year, as the state drafted its new Solid Waste
Master Plan, a blueprint for how the state will deal with
trash over the next decade, we helped community
leaders call on the state to phase out trash incineration
and focus on zero waste solutions.
4

ROCHESTER, N.H.: PUSHING FOR ZERO
WASTE SOLUTIONS INSTEAD OF LANDFILL
EXPANSION
New Hampshire has a history of activism to stop trash
incinerators and polluting landfills. Across the state,
community leaders are working together to move the
state toward zero waste, supporting policies that will
create the waste solutions we need. Now, as community
leaders team up to resist the expansion of the Turnkey
Landfill in Rochester—the region’s largest landfill and
source of toxic pollution—they’re working to show that
New Hampshire needs to prioritize public health and
the environment over deep-pocketed polluters who
profit from burning and burying our trash.
5

HINESBURG, VT.: FIGHTING TO PROTECT
ONE COMMUNITY’S LAKE FROM
PESTICIDES
Nearly two years ago, neighbors of Lake Iroquois in
Hinesburg, Vermont, won a major victory when a
permit to use pesticides on the lake to kill an invasive
plant was denied. Since then, leaders like Meg
Handler and Elizabeth Deutsch of the Lake Iroquois
Conservation Group have been watchdogging the
lake, and they were ready to take action when they
were faced with a new pesticides proposal. This spring,
the group testified at virtual public hearings against
the use of pesticides, using Zoom backgrounds as
6

protest signs and speaking out in support of a healthy, toxic-free lake.
And now, leaders are working for bigger change, teaming up with
neighbors fighting to protect lakes from pesticides across the state
to reform the permitting process.

LOCATIONS OF
COMMUNITY ACTION WORKS’
WORK IN 2020

STATEWIDE, N.H.: LAUNCHING A NEW COALITION
FOR CLIMATE ACTION, JOBS AND JUSTICE
This year, Community Action Works Campaigns partnered with
frontline and Indigenous communities, environmental justice
advocates, youth groups and racial justice organizations from
across the state to launch the New Hampshire Renews coalition.
The coalition is working at the intersection of the climate crisis,
racial and economic injustice, and mass unemployment. We
believe that by creating a broad and united front, we can
advance solutions in our state that center the people on the
frontlines of these overlapping crises. Together, we’re
working to create policy that is good for our climate
and our communities and to build the people power
we need to make it a reality.
7

STATEWIDE, VT.:
CENTERING
COMMUNITY VOICES FOR
6
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE
Since 2017, we’ve been
addressing the need for
environmental justice (EJ)
policies in Vermont, working
with state agencies, coalition
partners and community groups
to identify issues and solutions
to protect the communities most
vulnerable to environmental threats—all
too often, Black, Indigenous, communities
of color, and poor communities.
That’s why we’re working to bring in
the Vermonters most impacted by
environmental threats to help shape an
EJ policy that is community-informed.
At Community Action Works, we work
with community leaders who are most
impacted by pollution, including people
in rural and remote parts of Vermont,
and we’re making sure they are part of
this process. We’re proud to collaborate
with our partners on this work as part of
the REJOICE (Rural Environmental Justice
Opportunities Informed by Community
Expertise) Project.

TOWNS OUTSIDE OF NEW ENGLAND
Gustavus, AK
Indialantic, FL
Fairbanks, AK
Pensacola, FL
Decatur, AL
Guam
Chandler, AZ
Rockford, IL
Marana, AZ
Belmont, MI
Tuscon, AZ
Oscoda, MI
Los Angeles, CA
Rockford, MI
Pasadena, CA
Seneca, MO
Valencia, CA
Fayetteville, NC
Fountain, CO
Winnabow, NC
Washington, D.C.
Pittsboro, NC
Clayton, DE
Dumont, NJ
Newark, DE
Bronx, NY
Boca Raton, FL
Hoosick Falls, NY
Jacksonville, FL
New Windsor, NY
Cocoa, FL
Newburgh, NY

Ticonderoga, NY
Warren, NY
Dayton, OH
Fairborn, OH
Horsham, PA
Warminster, PA
Myrtle Beach, SC
Waterboro, SC
Austin, TX
Suffolk, VA
Coupeville, WA
Marinette, WI
Merrimac, WI
Watertown, WI
Parkersburg, WV
Gillette, WY
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Portsmouth
Rindge
Webster

7

8

5

4

3

MAINE
Belfast
Blue Hill
Charleston
Corinna
Eliot
Hartland
Lewiston
Millinocket
Norridgewock
Old Town
Portland
South Portland
Topsham
Yarmouth

VERMONT
Barre
Brattleboro
Bristol
Burlington
Cabot
Cavendish
Colchester
Coventry
Franklin
Georgia
Hinesburg
Leicester
Middlebury
Middlesex
Montpelier
North Bennington
Pawlet
Stowe
Thetford
Worcester

Dartmouth
Easton
Fall River
Georgetown
Great Barrington
Hinsdale
Holliston
Holyoke
Hopkinton
Hudson
Lanesborough
Lawrence
Leicester
Leverett
Longmeadow
Mashpee
Medway
Middleborough
Nantucket
Needham
New Bedford
Newburyport
Norfolk
Northborough
Pittsfield
Randolph
Salem
Saugus
Somerset
Springfield
Stockbridge
Sudbury
Swansea
Taunton
Upton
Westborough
Weymouth
Williamstown
Wrentham
RHODE ISLAND
Newport
Providence
Warwick

2
1
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Bethlehem
Bow
Claremont
Concord
Dalton
Epping
Farmington
Hanover
Holderness
Littleton
Manchester
Merrimack

MASSACHUSETTS
Acton
Agawam
Amherst
Andover
Ashland
Ayer
Barnstable
Becket
Belmont
Boston
Bridgewater
Canton

CONNECTICUT
Andover
Ansonia
Canaan
Fairfield
Goshen
Greenwich
Hartford
Hartland
Killingly
New Haven
Norwalk
Putnam
Waterbury
Windsor
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LASTING CHANGE STARTS LOCAL
When community groups know how to make
local democracy work for their health and
environment, they can make change beyond
their backyard. Many of the leaders we work with,
who first get involved because something so
personal has happened that they have no choice
but to take action, go on to lead the movement
for large-scale transformation.

FROM LOCAL TO NATIONAL: FIGHTING
FOR DRINKING WATER REGULATIONS
ON PFAS ‘FOREVER’ CHEMICALS

Across the country, 34 communities in 17 states are
coming together to say that the “forever” chemicals
known as PFAS have polluted their communities for
long enough.
PFAS (or per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) are a
class of chemicals that can cause cancers, kidney
diseases, reproductive disorders and other major
health problems. These chemicals are estimated
to be in the drinking water of more than 200
million people across the U.S. The people who
are directly impacted have come together to do
something about it that’s bigger than cleaning up
contamination in just their cities and towns.

National PFAS Contamination Coalition

Four years ago, impacted communities came
together and formed the National PFAS
Contamination Coalition, which we co-coordinate,
to fight PFAS at the local level and beyond. Now, as
a new administration takes office, the coalition has
already secured commitments to turn our vision
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of a PFAS-free world into reality and to end this
contamination crisis nationwide.

LOCAL LEADERS COMING TOGETHER
FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY REGION-WIDE

As states across our region take action for a 100
percent clean, local and renewable energy future,
our region’s electricity grid operator, called ISO-New
England (ISO-NE), is one of the biggest barriers.
The way ISO-NE controls our regional electricity
market keeps us hooked on polluting fossil fuels, and
the result is that Black, Indigenous, communities of
color and poor communities bear an unjust burden
of these energy sources’ pollution. Over and over,
ISO-NE chooses fracked gas over clean energy,
extends the life of the most polluting power plants,
and thwarts state efforts to reach their mandated
clean energy goals.
We deserve an energy grid that is accountable
to ratepayers and people living with climate
catastrophe and pollution, not fossil fuel executives
and utilities. We’re bringing frontline and fenceline
communities together across the region to call for
ISO-NE to make a commitment to 100 percent clean,
local renewable energy, no more sacrifice zones, and
a commitment to democratic governance.
We’ve already secured a commitment from all states
to launch a reform process. Now, we’re turning up
the heat to make sure that this process and the
outcomes align with our vision.

“Fortunately, Community Action
Works has decades of experience
fighting these battles. It isn’t
quick, and it’s never easy, but
local, grassroots organizing, led
by members of the frontline
communities, is the only way to
make real, lasting change.”

– Judith Enck
Beyond Plastics
Community leaders from across the country are coming together
to push for progress to end the PFAS contamination crisis.
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BUILD COMMUNITY POWER
The communities we work with are at the center of
the problems facing our health and environment,
and local leaders are often the best able to see the
real solutions and fight to realize them. That’s why,
when the communities most impacted know how
to take action, lasting change is possible.

AFTER GAS EXPLOSIONS, NEIGHBORS
IN LAWRENCE, MASS., WIN A STEP
TOWARD CLEAN ENERGY

Neighbors in Lawrence, Massachusetts, know
firsthand what’s wrong with fracked gas. InSeptember
2018, gas pipeline explosions in Lawrence, Andover
and North Andover destroyed homes, injured nearly
two dozen, and took one young person’s life.
But neighbors also know they can do something
about it. After the gas explosions, we worked with a
group of seasoned leaders—from youth and union
activists to longtime Latinx residents—who came
together as Pueblo Verde to demand that instead of
fixing a polluting energy system, the city of Lawrence
transition to a renewable one.
Community leaders took a step in that direction
when they won a settlement to relieve energy bill
debt and invest in renewable energy. Last fall, two
years after the explosions, Pueblo Verde advocated
for the investigation of and the resulting $56 million
settlement from Columbia Gas, the company
responsible. The funds from the settlement will go

toward eliminating gas bill debt for 26,000 families in
Massachusetts, and the rest will go toward renewable
energy programs and grants in the Merrimack Valley.
Pueblo Verde’s goal is to win a just transition for
Lawrence to locally-owned, clean, renewable energy.
And with such dedicated leaders, they’re on their way.

FROM FIGHTING LANDFILLS TO ZERO
WASTE IN THE NORTH COUNTRY OF N.H.

Residents in New Hampshire’s North Country feel like
their home is the dumping ground of New England.
For years, we’ve worked with neighbors in Bethlehem,
in the heart of the White Mountains, to stop Casella
from expanding a polluting landfill in town. Last
year, a new landfill was proposed in Dalton, the next
town over, and community leaders came together in
a coordinated effort across town lines to keep these
landfills out.
Community leaders have a different vision for what to
do with our trash: zero-waste solutions. Manufacturers
could be held responsible for waste from the
products they produce, and we could shift to a zerowaste system where no town, in the North Country
and beyond, is faced with a landfill proposal in their
community. That’s why community groups across
New Hampshire came together to form Be SMART
(Save Money and Reduce Trash) New Hampshire to
keep their communities safe from landfill pollution
now and to work toward a zero-waste future.

Pueblo Verde

“I was a stay-at-home mom with
two young boys who lacked the
knowledge and skill sets to put
together an advocacy group.
I am what many would call an
accidental advocate. This was where
Community Action Works came
in. They gave me the confidence
and support by providing me with
the tools, skills, and resources to
address the PFAS contamination.
Through this process, I learned
the power of my voice and how
powerful we were as citizens.”
Community leaders, seen here with U.S. Sen. Ed Markey (Mass.),
formed Pueblo Verde last year to fight for clean energy.

– Ayesha Khan
Nantucket PFAS Action Group
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2020 FINANCIAL INFORMATION & SUPPORTERS
We especially would like to thank the following individual contributors to
Community Action Works and/or Community Action Works Campaigns (formerly
Toxics Action Center).

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Contributors of $10,000 or more
Christina Duncan • Mike Herz • Ruth McKay and Donald Campbell • David Moir • Meg Sheehan
• Gerard and Katina Silberman

PATRONS

Contributors of $5,000—$9,999
Laura Bagnall • Juli and Robert Brazile • Patricia Goudvis • Marjorie and Nick Greville • Angelica and
Richard Harter • Millie Milton • Kirstie and Tim Pecci • Barbara and Frank Resnek • Jorge Rodriguez

PARTNERS

Contributors of $1,000—$4,999
John and Elizabeth Andrews • Ann Backus • Margherita Baldwin • Stephen Bell and Jackie Lees
• Carole Berkowitz • Margaret Bullitt-Jonas and Robert Jonas • Linda Burnett • Robert Carey •
Christine Carney • John Carroll • Jeffrey Carver and Allysen Palmer • Julie and Paul Chelminski
• Andrea and Jon Clardy • Anonymous Donor • Howard Drobner • Donald Ehman • Carolyn Fine
Friedman • Adele Franks and T. Stephen Jones • Bill and Pauline Gardiner • Katherine and Ted
Gekas • Schuyler Gould • Warren Gould and Mary Kathryn Anderson • William Graustein • Joan
Green • Terry Greene • Robert and Sally Hanold •
Lesley Harrington • Ruth and Bruce Hawkins • Donna
SIDE BY SIDE WITH
Heilweil • Polly Hoppin-Thomas and Robert Thomas
COMMUNITIES FOR YEARS
• John and Nancy Hosken • Jeanne Krieger • Curt
TO COME
Lamb • Russell and Laura Landrigan • Judy Lehrer
When you include
Jacobs • George Lester and Blanche Teyssier • Kevin
Community Action Works in your
Maloney • Chris Martin and Ginger Desmond • Lori
will, trust or retirement accounts,
and Paul Mazzarelli • Mary and Michael McConnell •
your gift helps everyday people
Raina and Michael McManus • Kathleen Moore • Lynn
build the power to transform our
Nadeau • Claire Nader • Barbara Nash • Gil Nichols •
world far into the future.
Lise Olney and Timothy Fulham • Ron Pallisco • Sue
For information,
and Jim Peters • Tereza Prime • Jim Recht and Nina
call 1-800-841-7299, or email
Dillon • Susan Ritz • Glen and Constance Rokicki •
plannedgiving@communityactionworks.org
Margery Rosenblatt • Judy Rosenblum and John
Broude • Birendro Roy • Lorna and Carlton Russell
• David Sachs and Karen Richards Sachs • Jeff and
Susie Saffer • Bob Scheuer • Leigh Seddon • Anne
Shumway • Peter Sills and Susan Thomas • Elizabeth
Skarie and Jerry Greenfield • Rachael Solem • Joan
and Herman Suit • David Tarbet and Carol Flynn •
Eric and Elizabeth Truebenbach • Kathy and Kim
Vandiver • Vernon Walker • Robert Zevin
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THANK YOU!
SPONSORS

Contributors of $500—$999
Joshua Abrams and Emily Haber • Lisa Antonelli • Susan Atwood • Glen Ayers • David and Sue
Benson • Judith Berman and Ron Rosenbaum • Catherine Bock • David and Nancy Borden •
John Bowman • Anna and Andrew Browder • Paul Burns and Alyssa Schuren • Leann Canty
and Prabhakar Devavaram • Mary Cardin and Michael Taft • Bobbie Carnwath and Jack Carter
• Denise Chicoine • Richard Clapp and Paula Georges • Shannon Clarkson • Ruth Cunningham
• Eve Curtis • Benjamin and Lauren Damsky • Rebecca Davison and Larry Mires • Marianne
DiMascio • David Ellenbogen • Rich and Diane Elliott • Ellen Epstein and Ian Brownell • Ken
Flanders • Samuel and Margaret Fogel • Cathy and Richard Freedberg • Ruth Fretts • Alexander
Goriansky • Judy and Clifford Hamel • Marcia Hamelin • Rick and Emily Hausman • John and
Olivann Hobbie • Glenn and Karen Hong • Mary Howard and Stephen Mooney • Jeffrey Hughes
• Peter and Pamela Kane • Thomas Kelley • Adam Kozaryn • Christopher Landee • Gordon Landis
• Sarah and Robert Leinbach • Charles Levenstein • Barbara Libby • Bob Ludwick • Joseph and
Teri Mann • Terry and Dick Matthews • Paul Morse • Claire Neely • Stephen and Jude O’Hara
• Kathleen Olwell and Wolfgang Weise • Robert Parker • Monte Pearson and Martha Simon •
James Purdy • Andy Robinson • Tom Roeber • Pamela Rogers and Andrei Joseph • Tedd and Ella
Saunders • Linda and Harvey Segal • Kamand Shaibani • Peter and Theo Shapiro • Andrew Shedd
• Wendy Simon-Pearson • Michele Sprengnether •
Kathryn Stevens • Lucy Stroock • Julie Taberman
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT
• Katherine Tiballi • Margaret and Maurice Tivey
We are sincerely grateful to the following
• Stuart and Lee Ann Warner • Ronald Webber
organizations for their financial support during 2020:
and Jeanne Trubek • Darrell Wickman • Elizabeth
The Anne Levy Charitable Trust
Wilman • Sherry Winkelman and Diab Jerius •
Barr Foundation
Barbara Zeitler
Broad Reach Fund
Cancer Free Economy Network
Change Happens Foundation
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts
Energy Foundation
The Fracking Fund of The New World Foundation
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives
Harris and Frances Block Foundation
Herb Block Foundation
The Horne Family Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Island Foundation, Inc.
The JPB Foundation
John Merck Fund
Lawson Valentine Foundation
Lintilhac Foundation
Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
Mosaic Initiative, a Project of the Tides Foundation
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
National Science Foundation
New England Biolabs Foundation
Participant Media
Patagonia
People’s Action Institute
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
The Windham Foundation

At Community Action Works, we maximize our impact by
focusing on building community power and developing
local leaders for the long run. Your contribution makes that
possible—together, we can confront polluters and seed
solutions for a just and healthy future. These charts reflect
the draft FY20 financial information for Community Action
Works, Inc. and Community Action Works Campaigns, Inc.

FY20
EXPENSES

FY20
INCOME

Program...................... 82%

Grants.................................52%

Fundraising..................9%

Member Donations........44%

Administration..............9%

Other.......................................4%
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OUR STAFF

Massachusetts Office
294 Washington St., Ste. 500
Boston, MA 02108
Phone: (617) 292-4821
Vermont Office
141 Main St., Ste. 6
Montpelier, VT 05602
Phone: (802) 223-4099
Maine Office
110 Marginal Way #966
Portland, ME 04101
Phone: (207) 871-1810

Sylvia Broude

Executive Director

Lena Entin

Deputy Director

Megan Stokes

Claire B.W. Müller

Dana Colihan

Hayley Jones

Development
Director

Lead Community
Organizer

New Hampshire Office
Phone: (603) 229-1331
Western Massachusetts Office
Phone: (413) 253-4458
Connecticut Office
Phone: (860) 233-7623
Rhode Island Office
Phone: (401) 421-0007

Headshots: Sylvia, Megan, Shaina and
Ruthy by Kimball Nelson, Mireille by Patty
Ceravole, Hasion by Mario A. Hinds. All
others courtesy of Community Action
Works staff.

Shaina Kasper
State Director,
Vermont &
New Hampshire

Mireille Bejjani

Community
Organizer, Western
Massachusetts

Mea Johnson

Movement Building
Director

Hasion Gaston

Community Organizer,
Connecticut

Maine State Director

Ruthy
Rickenbacker

Communications &
Digital Director

Community
Organizer, Vermont &
New Hampshire

Ashley Higgs
Hammell
Operations
Coordinator

Fellows & Interns
Kaitlyn Bryson,
Miriam Entin-Bell,
Charlotte Graf,
Divya Gudar,
May Hanlon,
Claire Hutchinson,
Joanne Lau,
Zakkai Mares-Van
Praag,
Julia Sicard,
Monica Stemmermann

