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What is atrazine used for today?

Atrazine is 2 manmade herbicide, which is a white, odorless powder in its pure form. It is the second most used
pesticide by volume globally.! It is popularly used in the United States? to control broad-leaf weeds and annual grasses
on golf courses, lawns, and crops, especially corn.3 Oftentimes, it is applied along the edges of highways and railroad
right-of-ways.# Yet, the wisdom of this widespread use has increasingly come under fire. For instance, atrazine has

been banned by the European Union.

How can you be exposed?

Risk of exposure to atrazine is especially high for those who work directly with the herbicide, including many farm
workers, field sprayers, or people working in factories that produce the herbicide.6 Because atrazine usually breaks
down in soil in a period of days to months, people can be exposed by digging in atrazine-contaminated soil.

A May 2010 review of US Geological Survey study results found that 75% of stream
water and 40% of groundwater in agricultural areas of the US contain atrazine.”
Atrazine can be introduced into our waterways in runoff from sprayed fields, in
groundwater it has seeped into, or as a result of poor applicator techniques. From
these pathways, atrazine can then make its way into drinking wells and municipal
water sources. The same review included testing of 153 public water systems. 80%
of the samples collected in this testing contained atrazine.? Testing of drinking water
supplies has shown that 33 million Americans have been exposed to atrazine in their
tap water.?

Effects on Human Health and the Environment

Atrazine is an endocrine disruptor, meaning even very small amounts of atrazine
introduced at certain times during development can have adverse, long term effects
on fetuses.!? Atrazine’s effects on reproductive systems include intersex features in
frogs, and may include lower sperm counts and infertility in humans.!!

In total, the effects of atrazine are likely wide-ranging. Atrazine may cause birth
complications in humans, including slow fetal growth and premature births.'2
Research has also linked atrazine with some cancers, such as non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, breast cancer, and prostrate cancer in people.'3 Additionally, atrazine has
been linked to liver, kidney, and heart damage in animals.'#

The EPA’s drinking water limit for atrazine is 0.003 milligrams of atrazine per liter of
drinking water (0.003 mg/L).'s
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Syngenta, based in
Switzerland, is one of the
world’s largest agribusinesses
and the largest producer of
atrazine. In 2009, Syngenta
made nearly $11 billion in
sales with a net profit of $1.4
billion (Syngenta 2009
Financial Report).  During
the EPA’s 2003 review of
atrazine, Syngenta held 50
closed door, private
meetings with regulators.

Syngenta’s atrazine products

(according to Beyond
Pesticides): Aatrex, Bicep I
Magnum, Brawn, Lumax,
Newconcept
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